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charm. Whether the barley blades are also thrown into the
water is not said ; but if my interpretation of the custom
is right, probably they are so. A distinction between this
Bengal custom and the Greek rites of Adonis is that in the
former the tree-spirit appears in his original form as a tree;
whereas in the Adonis worship he appears in human form,
represented as a dead man, though his vegetable nature is
indicated by the gardens of Adonis, which are, so to say, a
secondary manifestation of his original power as a tree-spirit.
Gardens of Adonis are cultivated also by the Hindoos, Gardens oi
with the intention apparently of ensuring the fertility both
of the earth and of mankind. Thus at Oodeypoor in
Rajputana a festival is held " in honour of Gouri, or Isani,
the goddess of abundance, the Isis of Egypt, the Ceres of
Greece. Like the Rajpoot Saturnalia, which it follows, it
belongs to the vernal equinox, when nature in these regions
proximate to the tropic is in the full expanse of her charms,
and the matronly Gouri casts her golden mantle over the
verdant Vassanti, personification of spring. Then the fruits
exhibit their promise to the eye; the kohil fills the ear with
melody ; the air is impregnated with aroma, and the crimson
poppy contrasts with the spikes of golden grain to form a
wreath for the beneficent Gouri. Gouri is one of the names
of Isa or Parvati, wife of the greatest of the gods, Mahadeva
or Iswara, who is conjoined with her in these rites, which
almost exclusively appertain to the women. The meaning
of gouri is ' yellow/ emblematic of the ripened harvest, when
the votaries of the goddess adore hpr effigies, which are
those of a matron painted the colour of ripe corn." The
rites begin when the sun enters the sign of the Ram, the
opening of the Hindoo year. An image of the goddess
Gouri is made of earth, and a smaller one of her husband
Iswara, and the two are placed together. A small trench
is next dug, barley is sown in it, and the ground watered
and heated artificially till the grain sprouts, when the women
dance round it hand in hand, invoking the blessing of Gouri
on their husbands. After that the young corn is taken up
and distributed by the women to the men, who wear it in
their turbans. Every wealthy family, or at least every sub-
division of the city, has its own image. These and other
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